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SUBJECT:  CROWN  PRINCE  RAISING  PROFILE  WITH  RAMADAN  VISITS 
Classified  By:  Ambassador  Adam  Ereli  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d). 

l.(SBU)  Summary:  Bahrain's  Crown  Prince  is  raising  his  profile  during  Ramadan,  to  favorable  reviews  from  opposition  politicians.  End  summary. 
12.  (U)  During  Ramadan,  many  leading  Bahrainis  host  an  evening  "majlis",  or  sitting,  where  men,  without  the  need  of  an  invitation,  call  to  pay 

3. (C)  The  talk  of  the  Ramadan  majlis  circuit  this  year  has  been  the  visibility  of  the  Crown  Prince,  Shaikh  Salman  bin  Hamad  Al  Khalifa.  In  pre^ 

4. (C)  We  had  the  opportunity  to  observe  the  Crown  Prince  in  action  at  one  such  majlis.  Ambassador  visited  August  30  the  majlis  of  Shaikh  Ali  Ss 

5. (C)  After  the  customary  rounds  of  tea  and  pleasantries,  Wifaq  MPs  and  other  officials  began  peppering  the  Crown  Prince  with  respectful  but  pc 

6. (U)  Another  Wifaq  MP,  who  has  campaigned  for  reforms  that  would  permit  Wifaq  to  launch  its  own  TV  station,  urged  deregulation  that  would  pern 

7. (U)  Sheikh  Salman  and  his  small  entourage  left  after  30  minutes  of  cordial  but  substantive  give-and-take  on  these  and  similar  questions.  Wife 

8. (C)  Post  ascribes  the  Crown  Prince's  raised  Ramadan  profile  to  several  factors.  First,  he  is  taking  on  critics  who  quietly  derided  him  as  ale 
19.  (C)  Second,  Sheikh  Salman  is  on  the  stump.  He  recently  confided  to  the  Ambassador  that  the  economic  and  social  reforms  he  has  been  tasked  v 
110.  (C)  Finally,  in  response  to  the  steady  chorus  of  Shia  charges  of  discrimination  and  mistreatment,  both  the  King  and  the  Crown  Prince  routi 


